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only lawful, but highly praise-worthy. An instance parallel
to it may quite take off the edge of this objection. What
honest mind would not have been filled with uneasiness and
terror, supposing they had then attempted to suspend the
Habeas Corpus Act, by which they might have confined all
men* of great capacity and influence, whom they knew to be
averse to their proceedings, in favour of Trance ? But would
this have been any argument, why the friends of King George
should not have secured him and the nation by such a sus-
pension, when made necessary by the treasonable practices of
his avowed enemies r* Or because we blame a thing lawful
in itself, when we see it designed for our ruin, therefore,
must we be averse to a lawful thing, designed and tending to
our preservation? This is the whole strength of that objec-
tion, which yet, I believe, weighs with many, for want of
considering it.

As for the late ministers, I verily believe they designed no
such thing. And my reason for believing so is, that they
did not at all want it; nay, that it would have done them
more hurt than good. Their designs were such as were to be
managed solely by artifice. The great engines they made use
of for keeping up a spirit against all truth and right, were
those very mobs, riots, and tumults, which alone could keep
a multitude in such a ferment, as to make them admire, and
press for their own ruin. They thought it their interest to
govern by the passions of the crowd, and were very peculiarly
dexterous in the management of them. They were possessed
of the full cry and noise of the nation, and likely in all pro-
bability so to continue: this was a much surer hold to them,
and to their designs, than the continuance of one and the
same parliament: and therefore, they never attempted it. But
certainly, as that same spirit which was then raised for the
service of the Pretender, made it unnecessary for them; so,
it being still alive, and full of evil influences upon our happi-
ness, this makes it highly prudent in others, to do that in
order to suppress and extirpate it, which they, in their wis-
dom, would not do, for fear of quieting what they expected
benefit from. Their security consisted in keeping up that
vile spirit to the height. It is the security of the king and
his government to have a stop put to it, and to remove every
opportunity that may give fuel and encouragement to it, aa
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